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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 150 


[Abstract:] Makes inquiries concerning the Stella Coin. 


Chicago Numismatic and Archaeological Society, 
Chicago, 
March 3, 1888 


To the Director of the U.S. Mint 
Phila. Pa. 


Dr. Sir 


Will you please send, or cause to be sent to me the history, particulars description &c. (if 
it is within the scope of your office, if the matter belongs at all to the Mint Department of the 
U.S.) of a gold piece to say presented to me for examination, called, (on the obverse side of it) in 
deposed a stamped letters “Our Stella 400 cents” - & purporting to be equivalent to Four (4) 
Dollars. 


It bears date 1879 — and surrounding the head of Liberty are the following 
*O*G*B*S*T*C*KT*G*R*¥A*M*S* - it is milled edge and except the star & stamped letters on the 
legitimize. On the obverse — the awkward size of letters, surrounding the star, is “United States 
of America” & within this is a star apparently pressed — with the middle ground smoothed & the 
words inside of it a stamped — not raised. 


Yours reply will oblige. 
Yours Truly &c. 
S.H. Kerfoot 


[See original images for sketch.] 


[Enclosed note: ] 
US. Treasury Department. 


The “Stella”, or four dollar pieces, was an experimental coin, of which a small number 
was struck in 1879. It was not adopted, and none issued for circulation. 


The meaning of the letters in the legend of the Obverse, are as follows: 
6 Grams, gold 

3/14 do. Silver 

7/14 do. Copper 

Full weight, 7 grams 


MC. 


